
 
 
 
 
 
Dear JCCS School Family: 
 
Early in our marriage, my husband and I decided 
we would not spend big money on Valentine’s 
gifts for one another.  He has given me roses and 
boxes of chocolates before but in some years as I 
was busy getting dinner ready for the family and 
my back was turned, he would simply place a 
little pink box of candy hearts by each of our 
dinner plates.  That made me smile.  Do you 
know the ones I mean?  They were those little 
pastel colored candies that are called 
“conversation hearts.”  Ah . . . that all of our 
words were sweet and shaped to promote love.  
The thought of those candy messages made me 
think of the words people hand out with an 
opposite purpose and result and the word 
“snark” came to my mind. 
 
I thought the word “snarky” was a fairly new 
word to the American vernacular because I have 
just started to hear people use it in the last 
couple of years.  I knew it to mean snarly or 
critical in tone.  Here I find out in just a brief 
amount of research that the first known use of 
the word “snarky” was in 1906.  The origin is 
from the word for “snort” if that tells you 
anything.  And I guess it is not only an adjective 
but it can also be used as a verb as in, “He did 
not stop snarking throughout the entire 
meeting.” 
 
The spirit among our students at JCCS this year 
has been so wonderful.  They have been so open 
to listen and learn in chapel.  They smile and 
sing and laugh and care for one another.  That is 
why I am especially grieved when it is the 
grown-ups that do the “snarking.  There will 
always be adults in every community who 
continually look for the wrong in everything: 
every teacher, every activity, every coach, every 
decision and then they “snark” about it.  
Nowadays folks sometimes “snark” generically 
and globally on social media which is so out of 
line with the Matthew 18 Principle that calls us 
to go right to the “man” with our offenses in 
order to resolve and regain a relationship with 
our brother or sister. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
One day as I was reading an Oswald Chambers 
devotional, the Lord gave me a lesson that was 
like a slap in the face or a piercing of the heart.  
It was basically this: the Cross of Christ 
CANCELS our right to “snark.”  If we have 
received His grace in the form of salvation full 
and free, bought with His blood, then we, as 
Christians, can ONLY operate in grace.  We can 
only give people what they don’t deserve: the 
benefit of the doubt; an honest conversation in 
love; a prayer; forgiveness.  Chambers said this: 
“Defenders of the faith are inclined to be bitter 
until they learn to walk in the light of the Lord.  
When you have learned to walk in the light of 
the Lord, bitterness and contention are 
impossible.” To walk in the light of the Lord is 
to have grasped the Cross of Christ. 
 
I plan to watch all of my words going forward.  
As I hand them out, I hope to make sure they are 
always colored with only truth and love and 
grace.  That will be my gift to others and to my 
Lord.  “As every man hath received the gift, 
even so minister the same to one another, as 
good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”   
I Peter 4:10. 
 
Grateful for His Light and His Love, 
 

Diane Hutchison 
Administrator 
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REPORT CARDS were issued to our students 
on Thursday, January 22rd.  They were to be 
signed and returned by yesterday, Wednesday, 
January 28th to avoid a demerit penalty. 
 
 
    CONGRATULATIONS 
      TO OUR DISTRICT   
SPELLING BEE WINNERS!   
We had many of our JCCS  
students participate in and “place” in the ACSI 
District Spelling Bee at Victory Christian School 
on January 16th.  Sydney Gates, Grade 8, placed 
FIRST in the final Round-Off Nate Eddy, Grade 
6 placed second and Olivia Chanoski, Grade 7, 
placed third in the Final Spelling Round-Off. All 
three of these students have the opportunity to 
go on to compete in the ACSI Regional Spelling 
Bee in Columbus in March and possibly go on 
to the ACSI National Spelling Bee in May.  
Other first place winners at the District Bee in 
the grade level bees were Sydney Gates, Grade 8 
and Olivia Chanoski, Grade 7.  Students who 
placed second in the grade level bees were Allen 
Moro, Grade 8, Claire Novaski, Grade 7, Nate 
Eddy, Grade 6, Hailey Biro, Grade 5, Elijah 
Foster, Grade 4, and Christian Hoffman, Grade 
3.  Placing third at their grade level were Ben 
Reed, Grade 6, Seth Richardson, Grade 5, and 
Jenna Eddy, Grade 3.  Placing fourth was Carter 
Childress, Grade 4 and Addie Johnson, Grade 1.  
Also, Allen Moro, Grade 8, competed in the 
Indian Creek District Spelling Bee on Tuesday, 
January 20th and took FIRST place competing 
with 5-8 grades from all the schools within 
Indian Creek School District.  Allen goes on to 
represent JCCS at the Regional Bee where he 
will compete with students from all over 
Jefferson and Harrison Counties.  The regional 
bee takes place in March and could lead to the 
National Scripps-Howard Spelling Bee in 
Washington, DC?  Congratulations to all of our 
great spellers. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
RE-REGISTRATION  
BEGINS NOW:   
Re-registration  forms  
for next year are enclosed  
in this packet. Please take 
note of the re-registration 
protocol: 
 

1. All current families receive first priority 
for registration into the available spaces 
for next year’s classes from now until 
March 15th.  Students will reserve a 
space in the class in the order that the re-
registration forms are received. 

2. ALL families that re-register students 
will be charged a $25.00 re-registration 
fee per family due when the re-
registration form is returned to school. 
Re-registration will remain at that rate 
until March 15th.  All Re-registration 
forms from current families received 
after March 15th will be assessed the 
regular application fee of $50.00 per 
family. 

3. Grades 1-12 are capped at 20 students.  
After that number of students is 
registered, all other students applying 
for that grade go on a waiting list to be 
enrolled. 

4. Enrollment into the available spaces in 
each class for next year will be opened 
to new and prospective families on April 
1st.  New students will be admitted and 
reserve a space in next year’s classes in 
the order that the application is received. 

5. Current families can still re-register after 
April 1st, however, the re-registration 
form will be placed in order with the 
applications of the new and prospective 
families, and the charge will be $50.00 
per family. 

6. Families who are not current in their 
tuition payments for this year as per the 
financial contract cannot re-register until 
the account is made current and the re-
registration fee is paid. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

YIKES!  It has just recently come to my 
attention that parents are attempting to contact 
our faculty and staff through the messaging 
center on the InfoDirect system.  I was also just 
informed that since our teachers were issued 
their MacBook Pro laptops for their 
administrative work, they are NOT able to 
access that message center through the Omni 
server on the Macs.  We were able to use the 
messaging center when our teachers were using 
PCs. For that reason, please ALWAYS 
communicate with JCCS faculty and staff 
through their school email addresses as listed on 
our website.  Please forgive any confusion and 
consternation this has caused. 

 
       The IN-SCHOOL    
        SPEECH MEET  
for Grades 1-6 was held on 
Tuesday, January 20th.  The 
in-school speech meet is a 
special event where our 
students memorize and 

present Scripture verses, poems, and even 
original speeches to be judged and earn ribbons.  
Our students who received the top scores in each 
grade will once again be going onto an ACSI 
Regional Speech Meet at Lake Center Christian 
School in Hartville, Ohio on February 27th.  The 
students who participated did a wonderful job.  I 
would like to thank Mrs. Moro and Mrs. Miller 
for planning the event, our guest judges for 
volunteering time, and also all of the parents for 
their support!  
 
 

 

VALENTINE’S DAY parties will be arranged 
at the discretion of the individual homeroom 
teachers and you will receive information 
through your student.   
 
 

 

 
NATIONAL SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK 
ACTIVITIES: Last week’s activities to 
celebrate National School Choice were so great!  
On Tuesday, the students got to “choose” a treat 
at lunch and brought in their box tops.  On 
Wednesday we held an Open House and had 
guests for chapel and tours in the morning.  We 
also drew box tops to select a party winner from 
the Lower School and one from the Upper 
School.  The winners were the 6th and 11th 
grades.  Those students were able to “choose” 
either a Donut Party or a Pizza Party that was to 
take place last Friday but will take place this 
Friday, February 6th instead.  On Thursday, we 
had a “Thank-a-thon” where our students were 
able to “choose” someone to thank with a 
special note or phone call. 
 
LAST FRIDAY’S DRESS DOWN DAY 
POSTPONED TO THIS Friday, February 
6th: Because of last Friday’s snow day, the 
DRESS DOWN DAY that was scheduled will 
be held this Friday, February 6th.  Students may 
“choose” to dress down in appropriate Gym 
Gear or in the NON-UNIFORM DRESS CODE 
for $1.00.  The money raised goes to the Senior 
Banquet Committee.  Since the Super Bowl is in 
the past, this is a good day to wear your school 
colors or ROYAL WEAR to support our teams 
and our JCCS Senior Night! 
 
 

JCCS MUSIC TEAM AND DRAMA TEAM 
IN CONCERT!! The JCCS student Music 
Team and Drama Team have been asked to 
present a concert at the Christian Church of 
Unionport in Bloomingdale on Saturday, 
February 7th at 7:00 pm.  Our students will be 
presenting the entire hour long program as part 
of a Christian concert series that the church is 
hosting this year.  See the enclosed map and 
come on out and enjoy! 
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LET’S TALK ABOUT THOSE BOX TOPS: 
Mindy Riley who has generously agreed to be 
our “Box Tops for Education” Coordinator gave 
me some important tips about this program to 
pass along to you.  First, when cutting out the 
box tops, please look for the specific label to cut 
out that says “Box Tops for Education.” Do not 
send in the whole top of the box. Also, Mindy 
says to beware that the box tops expire quickly 
so watch the dates and only send in those box 
top labels that are still eligible to be turned in.  If 
we could do a bit of a “push” to turn in lots of 
box tops by the end of February, we can receive 
a check in April.  Any box tops turned in after 
February will not be credited to us until next 
school year.  The great thing about the Box Tops 
program is that they turn into actual cash 
stipends.  Please let your friends, and relatives, 
and church folks know about the program and 
let’s keep those box tops coming in to benefit 
our students at JCCS! 
 
 
 

TALENT SHOW AUDITIONS: will be held 
on Monday, February 9th and Tuesday, February 
10th afterschool.  Students interested in 
auditioning for the Talent Show should sign up 
with Mrs. Potvin and receive an audition time.  
The Talent Show is open to all JCCS students 
and their family members. 
 
 

FEBRUARY 16th is Presidents’ Day and there 
will be NO SCHOOL on that Monday. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WHAT ABOUT MAKING UP SNOW 
DAYS? For this current school year, the State of 
Ohio has changed the way that allowable snow 
days are counted.  Previously, we were 
permitted to have five calamity days that did not 
have to be made up.  Time lost to two hour 
delays did not have to be made up.  This year, 
there is no “given” number of calamity days.  
Instead, there is a minimum number of HOURS 
that schools must be open for instruction.  Due 
to the fact that our regular school days are 
already scheduled for more than the required 
minimum number of hours, we are actually 
scheduled for 91 hours in excess of the 
minimum for the year.  This gives us 
approximately 15 possible days that school 
could be missed before time must be made up to 
meet the minimum. Under this new system, 
instructional time missed due to two hour delays 
counts against the minimum required.  For these 
reasons, it is not necessary for us to “make-up” 
days at this point.  If “make-up” time becomes 
necessary as we go forward, I will let you know 
as soon as possible.  We will use the “make-up” 
days scheduled on the school calendar. 
 
WHAT ABOUT ASSIGNMENTS GIVEN 
ACROSS SNOW DAYS? Even though we may 
not HAVE to make up days, our teachers may 
become concerned with the amount of 
instructional time missed due to snow days and 
how it is affecting the education of our students.  
Teachers may give assignments for students to 
work on when a snow day occurs in an attempt 
to preserve the integrity of the curriculum.  This 
has long been our practice and our students are 
aware that they may have school work to do at 
home on a snow day in order to “keep moving” 
through the curriculum.  Teachers will be 
continually adjusting their lesson plans and 
working to ensure that your student receives 
what they must cover and complete in this 
school year to prepare them to move forward to 
the next grade with success.  Please trust our 
teachers as they wisely and knowingly make 
these decisions and assignments for your child’s 
good and gain. 
 
 



 
 
FEBRUARY 19th is the day for PROGRESS 
REPORTS: Please remember that paper 
progress reports will no longer be sent home due 
to the ability of parents to continually check 
grades on InfoDirect.  Parents may request a 
hard copy progress report through the office at 
275-4326. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 FEBRUARY 28th is DINNER and A SHOW!   
The Senior Banquet Committee will once again 
be hosting a JCCS Talent Showcase and the 
French Club will be serving a Spaghetti Dinner 
on Saturday, February 28th.  Be sure to see the 
enclosed flyer concerning auditions and tickets 
for this special, fun, and tasty JCCS event! 
PLEASE POST THE FLYER TO HELP US 
ADVERTISE.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GET READY to hear “The Sound of Music” 
coming to the JCCS ROYAL THEATRE on 
April 9, 10, and 11.  Preparations are underway 
and we are glad that so many students are able to 
participate this year.  Sponsorship information is 
in this packet and tickets will go on sale in 
March! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GO T-E-A-M: Please come on out and support 
the Royal Basketball teams as they finish up the 
season.  SENIOR NIGHT will be celebrated 
Friday, February 6th, at our home game at the 
Milsop Community Center in Weirton, WV. 
 

 
 

       WHERE DOES 
THE MONEY GO? 
We have had some 
question lately about 
where the money 
goes that is raised 
throughout various 
school activities such 
as hot lunch, French 

Bakery, and the musical.  The short answer is 
that it all goes directly back to our students in 
the form of activities, affordable field trips at the 
end of the year and equipment that benefits the 
entire student body.  Our finances are an open 
book.  If any of you have questions about where 
the money goes, please stop by and see me in the 
office and I will gladly share that information 
with you. 
 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
CREDITS:  This information is a “heads up” 
for parents of high school students who have not 
yet earned their full physical education credit to 
this point.  As you know, without a gym, we 
have decided to offer our high school students 
the opportunity to earn their .5 Physical 
Education (PE) credit during the summer.  To 
earn the half credit of PE required for 
graduation, a student must have 120 contact 
hours of physical education course work.  This 
summer, we plan to offer two sessions, one in 
June (8-19) and one in August (3-14) for 3 hours 
a day for 10 days each.  Possible units offered 
are Tennis, Fitness, Golf and Bicycling.  There 
will be no cost for the courses but students may 
be required to buy or borrow some equipment.  
Students will have four summers to partake of 
four total two week summer sessions and earn 
the required PE credit.  They could take one for 
four summers or two for two summers to earn 
the full required credit.  Students who play two 
full seasons of a varsity sport in the high school 
career are waived from having to earn the PE 
credit.  More information on this program will 
be sent home during course sign-ups in April. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
MILK PAYMENTS: 
Because of the snow 
days, please adjust your 
milk payments to reflect 
days missed.  Thank 
you! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRAY to GOD for    
 *Continued financial provision for our ministry. 
 *Protection for our school families both in and  
          out of school. 
 *Guidance for our seniors as they make  
          decisions about their future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PLEASE FOLLOW US on Facebook and 
Twitter at “Jefferson County Christian School.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAISE God for   
 * His financial provision for our ministry. 
 * His continual watchcare and protection. 
 * His sweet saving grace and the privilege of  
           prayer. 
                         


