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Dear JCCS School Kinfolk: 

Do you remember last month’s newsletter when I talked about “kinfolk?”  I said that if we are believers, then we are 
children of the living God.  If we are called the sons of God then we are brothers and sisters with Christ.  If that is so, then 
we should share some of the same spiritual traits that He has.  In other words, people should see Him in us. One of the 
traits that I believe makes us the most recognizable as being “related” to Jesus Christ is when we exhibit peace. When 
people observe you and your life, do they see peace, His peace, in you? 

I shared with the Upper School students a while ago a portion of my testimony in coming to Christ.  When I graduated 
from college and was a hotshot new teacher at an inner city public school, I thought that I was a Christian but it was 
superficial.  I had attended church sporadically and prayed but I had never really received the free gift of salvation or 
submitted my life to His Lordship and I had… no peace.  I found myself fascinated by the librarian at the school because 
she was so peaceful.  I learned that two summers prior to me meeting her, her teenage son had died while attending a 
summer science camp with his prep school.  He had fallen from a tower.  After learning that, I was even more intrigued 
by her peaceful spirit.  All I can remember thinking is . . . I want what she has.  I later learned that she was a Christian and 
that she claimed that her faith in the Lord was the source of her peace.  She does not even know it to this day but she was 
instrumental in leading me to Christ because of what I could see in her. 

I actually think it is easier to notice a person who has no peace.  If you watch TV or walk in the world, you see a lot of 
folks with no peace. If you define peace as the absence of turmoil or strife, folks with peace are hard to find.  In fact, in the 
world, you see many people not only steeped in turmoil but those that create a swirling cloud of strife wherever they go.  
I think that a lack of peace can be an indication of greater need: a need to receive Christ; a need to repent of sin and be free 
from its bondage; a need to be transformed by the renewing of our minds by the Word; a need to restore and reconcile 
relationships; or a need to commit the situations out of our control to our omniscient, omnipotent Heavenly Father in 
prayer. 

I am not saying that someone is not a Christian if they are not peaceful every moment of everyday.  But if we belong to 
the Lord, peace is absolutely available to us. After all, He is the Prince of Peace.  “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give 
to you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27  

It is so hard to believe that we have completed one quarter of the school year already: twenty-five percent!  As we have all 
settled in and adjusted to the school schedule and as we prepare to meet in conferences and as we head into the 75% of 
the school year that is left to go, I pray that we will have peace.  In fact, I pray that we will have peace to the point that it 
causes people to take notice.  I pray that the reflection of that peaceful spirit in us points people to Him – especially, our 
kids.  I hope they will learn from us to “seek peace and pursue it.” Psalm 34:14 

 

In His Grip and His Grace,  
 
Diane Hutchison 
Administrator 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

	

will	 be	 held	 from	 3:00-8:00	 p.m.	 on	 Thursday,	
November	 3rd	 and	 on	 Friday,	 November	 4th	 	 from	
8:30	a.m.	to	12:00	p.m.	 	Mrs.	Adey	has	been	 in	touch	
with	parents	to	schedule	a	conference	time.	 	It	 is	our	
intention	 to	 meet	 with	 EVERY	 parent	 at	 the	 end	 of	
this	first	grading	period	to	coordinate	our	efforts	and	
to	 issue	 the	 first	 report	card.	 	MAKE	EVERY	EFFORT	
TO	 SCHEDULE	 AN	 APPOINTMENT	 with	 your	 child’s	
homeroom	 teacher.	 	 Students	whose	 parents	 do	 not	
attend	conferences	will	not	receive	their	report	cards	
until	 the	 following	 week.	 Conferences	 are	 an	
important	 opportunity	 for	 the	parent	 and	 teacher	 to	
“touch	base”.	 	 It	 is	wise	not	to	talk	about	the	child	 in	
front	 of	 the	 child,	 therefore,	 we	 ask	 that	 you	 attend	
the	 conferences	 without	 your	 children	 to	 ensure	 a	
productive	time.		If	it	is	necessary	to	bring	children	to	
the	 conferences,	 they	 may	 sit	 in	 a	 chair	 outside	 the	
room	and	MUST	BE	UNDER	PARENTAL	SUPERVISION	
AT	 ALL	 TIMES	 while	 they	 are	 in	 the	 building.		
Children	are	not	 to	be	throughout	 the	building	or	on	
the	playground	unsupervised	but	must	remain	within	
eyesight	 or	 earshot	 of	 the	 parent.	 	 ELEMENTARY	
CONFERENCES	 will	 take	 place	 in	 the	 homeroom	
classrooms.	 	 PLEASE	 BE	 PROMPT	 FOR	 YOUR	
APPOINTMENT.	 	 Conferences	 are	 scheduled	 at	 20	
minute	 intervals;	 when	 one	 concludes	 the	 next	
begins.		
	
The	JUNIOR	HIGH	and	HIGH	SCHOOL	CONFERENCES	
are	 being	 held	 on	 Thursday	 afternoon	 and	 evening	
ONLY	from	3:00-5:00	and	then	again	 from	6:00-8:00	
p.m.	 in	 the	Multi-purpose	Room.	These	 teachers	will	
be	 set	 up	 at	 tables	 spaced	 to	 promote	 privacy.		
Parents	of	these	students	will	go	to	the	Multi-purpose	
Room	 to	wait	 in	 the	waiting	area.	 	When	the	teacher	
you	need	to	see	becomes	available	then	you	may	go	to	
that	teacher’s	table,	meet	and	then	move	on.		Parents	
should	 pick	 up	 the	 student’s	 report	 card	 at	 the	
designated	table	before	meeting	with	each	teacher.				
	
	

	 New	 this	 year	 will	 be	 a	 special	 JR/SR	 HIGH	 SCHOOL	
FORUM	entitled	 “Getting	 to	 the	Goal.”	 	The	Forum	will	
be	 hosted	 by	 Mrs.	 Hutchison	 and	 Mrs.	 Ware	 on	 the	
night	 of	 conferences	 from	 5:00	 -6:00	 PM.	 	 The	 Forum	
will	 take	place	at	 the	 front	of	 the	Multi-purpose	Room	
in	between	the	scheduled	conference	times.		The	Forum	
will	 be	 an	 opportunity	 for	 parents	 to	 understand	 the	
complete	 range	 and	ultimate	 purpose	 behind	 the	 JCCS	
junior	and	senior	high	school	programs.	 	We	hope	you	
will	 plan	 to	 attend.	 	 Parents	 can	 meet	with	 teachers	
before	 and/or	 after	 the	 Forum.	 	 If	 you	 are	 unable	 to	
attend	 the	 joint	 conference	 on	 Thursday	 evening,	 you	
must	 schedule	 an	 appointment	 with	 your	 child’s	
teachers	through	the	office.	You	may	enter	the	building	
for	conferences	at	the	front	door	on	Fernwood	Road.		
	
	FRIDAY,	NOVEMBER	4:		NO	SCHOOL		
																	Parent/Teacher	Conferences	
	
SPECIAL	VETERAN’S	DAY	CHAPEL	ON	NOVEMBER	
11TH:		This	year,	we	will	be	having	a	special	
combined	Chapel	in	honor	of	Veteran’s	Day.		Chapel	
will	be	moved	from	Wednesday	to	Friday,	November	
11th	and	will	be	held	for	Grades	1-12	at	1:30	PM	in	
the	Multi-Purpose	Room.		The	students	in	the	
Performing	Arts	Class	will	be	sharing	special	music.		
JCCS	grandparents	and	veterans	are	invited	to	join	us	
as	we	worship	the	Lord	and	honor	our	nation’s	
veterans	together	as	a	school	family.		Enclosed	is	a	
special	invitation	to	share	with	any	of	our	JCCS	
grandparents	or	special	veterans	that	you	know.	
																																						
	
																																																								
	
		

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
NOV.	3RD	AND	4TH	
PARENT/TEACHER	CONFERENCES		



	
	
NOV.	18:		IN	SCHOOL	SPELLING	BEE					
The	 Spelling	 Bee	 will	 begin	
promptly	 at	 8:30	 AM	 with	 each	
grade	 competing	 consecutively,	
beginning	 with	 first	 grade.	 	 An	
information	 letter	 and	
permissions	 slip	 was	 sent	 home	
with	 our	 students.	 All	 students	 in	 grades	 1-8	 are	
encouraged	to	participate	by	returning	the	permission	
slip	and	receiving	a	practice	list.		Parents	are	welcome	
to	attend.	 	The	Bee	will	be	held	 in	 the	Multi-purpose	
Room.	
		
NOV	23-25:		NO	SCHOOL---THANKSGIVING	BREAK			
NOV	28:		SCHOOL	RESUMES	
	
	
DEC.	2:		CHRISTMAS	SHOP			
Also	 looking	 ahead,	 the	 JCCS	
Christmas	 Shop	 will	 be	 held	
on	 Friday,	 December	 2nd.		
This	 is	 a	 sweet	 traditional	
event	 where	 students	 can	 do	
their	own	Christmas	shopping	
by	 purchasing	 lovely	 things	
for	 very	 little	 money.	 	 More	
details	will	 come	home	 in	 the	
December	packet.			
	
We	 will	 need	 parents,	 from	 8:15-2:20,	 to	 help	 wrap	
gifts	 and	 assist	 young	 children	 with	 gift	 selection.		
Lunch	will	be	provided	for	all	workers.		If	you	are	able	
to	help,	please	 call	 Jill	 Shoemaker	 at	 (724)	678-3313	
or	Shelly	Novaski	at	(304)	919-0093.	
	
We	 also	 need	 donations	 of	 Hershey	 kisses	 in	
Christmas	color	wrappers,	Hershey	candy,	puff	mints	
and	candy	canes	to	make	up	candy	bags	to	sell	at	the	
shop.		Please	NO	peanut	butter	items.		We	also	need	
donations	 of	 gift-wrap,	 tissue	 paper,	 and	 lunch	 sized	
gift	bags,	scotch	tape	and	ribbon.	
	
Please	 mark	 donations	 “Christmas	 Shop”	 and	 drop	
them	off	at	the	office	by	Nov.	18th.		Thank	you!	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
DEC.	 19th	 is	 the	 date	 of	 the	 Christmas	 Program.	 A	
look	ahead	to	December	places	the	Christmas	Musical	
Program	and	Royal	Bakery	on	MONDAY	12/19.	 	 	The	
December	packet	will	contain	all	the	details	but	please	
take	note	of	the	date!	

	 			
	
ROYAL	WEAR	FOR	SALE:	 	Please	be	on	the	watch	for	
the	 Royal	 Wear	 Order	 Form	 that	 will	 go	 home	 with	
students	in	the	next	week.		The	proceeds	from	the	sale	
go	to	the	Yearbook	Committee	in	order	to	keep	the	cost	
of	the	yearbook	reasonable	for	our	students.	
	
DIVISION	CHAMPS	AND	LEAGUE	RUNNERS	UP!			
Our	Varsity	Lady	Royals	had	
a	 super	 volleyball	 season.		
They	 ended	 their	 regular	
season	 as	 the	 Tri-State	
Division	 Champions	 and	
therefore	 headed	 on	 to	 the	
SWCAC	Championship	game	
at	 Geneva	 College	 this	 past	
Tuesday.	 	They	took	second	
place	in	a	hard	fought	battle	
with	 Cornerstone	 Christian	
Prep	 and	 were	 named	 the	 League	 runners-up.		
Philamena	 Miravalle	 and	 Christina	 Recznik	 received	
special	 recognition	 by	 being	 named	 to	 the	 All	
Conference	Team.		Congratulations,	Lady	Royals!	
																																																					

THANKS	 TO	 ALL	 THE	
COACHES	 AND	 PLAYERS	
who	 made	 the	 JCCS	 Fall	
Sports	 program	 possible:	
Coach	Dan	Sells	and	Mr.	Sells	
for	 Varsity	 Soccer;	 Coaches	

Miravalle	 and	 Recznik	 for	 Varsity	 Volleyball;	 Coach	
Mathison	 and	 Coach	 Grabits	 for	 JV	 Volleyball;	 Coach	
Rankin	and	Coach	Caldwell	 for	 Junior	High	Volleyball;	
and	Coaches	Mantos	and	Coach	Hervey	for	Junior	High	
Soccer.	Congratulations	to	ALL	of	our	players	for	their	
commitment	and	 thanks	 to	our	coaches,	 for	your	gifts	
of	time	and	training.		It	is	a	blessing	to	be	able	to	grow	
in	a	good	sports	program	and	we	are	grateful.	
	
Winter	Circus	Fundraiser	and	“Freezer”	coin	bags:		
Did	each	family	receive	an	
Aldi	freezer	bag	to	begin	
collecting	coins?			If	you	
did	not	receive	yours,	
please	contact	the	office	
so	we	can	get	one	to	you.	We	hope	every	family	will	
have	fun	collecting	change	and	we	just	ask	you	to	do	
your	best	between	now	and	February	17th	when	we	
come	together	to	enjoy	the	Winter	Circus/	Melt	the	
Mortgage	Fundraiser.		
	
Remember	that	your	bag	of	change	is	your	admission	
that	night.	We	have	such	fun	games	and	booths	
planned	again	this	year	for	everyone	in	the	whole	
school	family!		Thank	you	for	your	help!	
	
	



	
PTF	NEWS:		The	PTF	helped	to	host	a	wonderful	Open	
House	 for	 all	 of	 our	
families	 in	 September.		
They	 were	 also	 able	 to	
raise	 over	 $800	 on	 the	
Gift	 Basket	 Silent	
Auction.		We	thank	all	of	
you	 so	 much	 for	 you	
help	and	support!			
The	next	PTF	meeting	will	be	held	on	Monday,	Nov.	
7th	 at	 2:45	 in	 the	 lunchroom.	 	All	 JCCS	 parents	 are	
welcome	to	attend. 	
	
PRAYER	AND	A	PIECE	OF	PIE	EVENT:			

On	 October	 20th	 and	 in	
recognition	 of	 Pastor	
Appreciation	 Month,	 we	
were	able	to	host	34	pastors	
for	prayer	and	a	piece	of	pie.		

The	 pastors	 visited	 the	 classrooms	 of	 the	 students	
who	 pray	 for	 them	 daily	 and	 then	 had	 fellowship	 in	
the	Multi-Purpose	Room.	 	 It	was	so	nice	 to	visit	with	
the	 pastors	 of	 the	 churches	 where	 our	 students	
attend.		It	was	a	really	sweet	event	enjoyed	by	all	(no	
pun	intended.)		Thank	you	to	all	who	helped	by	baking	
pies	and/or	serving	that	day.	
	
BOX	TOPS	FOR	EDUCATION:			
Our	contest	for	collecting	box	
tops	 in	 October	 concluded	
and	our	 first	grade	class	was	
the	 winner	 earning	 a	 special	
surprise.	 	 Please	 continue	 to	
save	the	box	tops	and	send	them	in	before	they	reach	
the	expiration	date.	 	Mindie	Riley	does	a	great	 job	 to	
send	 in	 our	 labels	 in	 a	 timely	way	 to	 get	 extra	 funds	
for	 our	 school.	 	 And	 remember	 to	 use	 the	 new	 app	
mentioned	in	our	last	newsletter. 	
	
BUILDING	MAINTENANCE	&	MORTAGAGE	MATCH:		

Please	do	not	forget	that	we	
are	 looking	 for	 100	 donors	
to	give	$1000.00	so	that	we	
can	 take	 advantage	 of	 an	
amazing	 $100,000.00	
matching	 gift	 that	has	been	
offered	 to	 help	 our	 school.		

If	we	can	raise	$100,000.00,	the	donor	will	match	our	
efforts	 with	 $100,000.00.	 	 We	 would	 be	 able	 to	
complete	 our	 much-needed	 building	 maintenance	
projects,	 which	 are	 estimated	 to	 cost	 $100,000.00	
AND	 also	 pay	 down	 $100,000.00	 on	 the	 principal	 of	
the	mortgage.	 	We	have	 already	been	blessed	with	 5	
one	thousand	dollar	gifts.		Can	you	please	think	of	who	
you	 could	 approach	 to	 be	 one	 of	 the	 100	 to	 help	 us	
meet	this	goal?	

	
IMPORTANT	REMINDER:		For	security	reasons,	please	
remember	 that	 ALL	 students	 must	 be	 dropped	 off	 or	
brought	in	through	the	south	end	doors	at	the	parking	
lot	side.		This	is	the	only	door	that	is	open	before	8:10	
AM.		After	8:10,	students	must	enter	through	the	front	
doors	and	go	to	the	office	to	receive	a	tardy	slip.	Thank	
you!	
	
ABESENCES	AND	TARDIES:			
This	 first	 quarter	 has	
been	 plagued	 with	 an	
excessive	 number	 of	
absences	 and	 tardies.		
Please	 remember	 that	
consistent	 school	
attendance	 is	 critical	 to	
optimal	 academic	
success.	 	 Also,	when	 a	 student	 arrives	 late,	 even	 by	 a	
few	minutes,	the	class	has	already	begun	its	work	and	
the	 student	 has	 to	 play	 “catch-up.”	 	 Please	 help	 your	
student	 to	 have	 faithful	 consistent	 attendance	 and	 to	
arrive	on	time.	
	
NEW	CHAIRS:			
It	is	our	goal	to	buy	new	chairs	
for	 the	Multi-purpose	Room	 in	
time	 for	 the	 spring	 musical!	
The	 chairs	 we	 have	 now	 were	
hand-me-downs	from	the	Word	
of	 Life	 Church	 that	 we	 have	
been	using	for	15+	years.		They	
are	 falling	 apart	 one	 by	 one.		
We	have	a	new	style	picked	out	
and	 they	 are	 amazing!!	 	 There	
is	 a	 sample	 set	 up	 in	 the	main	 hall.	 	 Each	 chair	 costs	
$60.00.		The	PTF	is	ready	to	help	and	the	Musical	Fund	
is	 ready	 to	 help	 but	 we	 need	 more	 help	 to	 purchase	
250	 chairs	 and	 dollies.	 	 If	 you	 can	 help	 or	 know	
someone	 who	 can	 “sponsor”	 a	 chair,	 please	 contact	
Mrs.	Rankin	at	the	office.	
	
PLEASE	PRAY	FOR:	
God’s	protection	for	our	school-physically	and	
spiritually.	
Sweet	fruit	from	all	of	this	month’s	activities.										
		
PLEASE	PRAISE	GOD	FOR:	
His	Power	and	His	Peace	available	to	us	in	Jesus	
All	of	His	good	gifts.	
	

 


