
Jefferson County Christian School   

 February 2019 Newsletter 

February 2019 

Dear JCCS School Family: 

 As you are aware, an email was sent to you a few weeks ago that shared my letter to 
our School Board regarding my intent to retire as the Administrator of JCCS as of this 
month.  I was glad that Mr. Martin shared that letter with all of you because it                                                
explained the reasons behind that very difficult decision and my heart in it.  

 

                    And it was a difficult decision in that I have been serving at JCCS for 27 years and have been the                   
Administrator for 22 of those years. In doing some rough calculations, I estimate that in those 22 years, I have written 
close to 200 monthly newsletters.  As I now step down from my post, I wanted to write this last newsletter to you as 
both a fond farewell and as a charge. 
 

In saying farewell, I want to share that I have considered it a blessed privilege to know all of you and work with you to 
educate your children.  I have loved every child that has come through our doors.  The memories of both trials and 
victories abound.  I remember planning the first commencement exercise for our first graduating class. I remember 
when DJ “rescued me” at the subway station in New York.  I remember an amazing rendition of “Cat-Like Tread” by 
the extraordinary cast of Pirates of Penzance.  I remember when our soccer team played and lost a championship 
game in driving snow and came back to win it the next year. I remember the hard work of the class of 2005 to present 
such sweet entertainment to the class of 04 at the Senior Banquet.  I remember when a group of our students       
huddled together in prayer on the streets of Paris. I remember when our girls won the ACSI State Volleyball champi-
onship not by might, not by power, but by My spirit says the Lord, hah! I remember having to hold back tears when a 
fourth grader perfectly answered my query in Chapel, “why bad things happen to good people” revealing that he al-
ready understands God’s truth in a way that a world of adults do not.  I remember all of HIS marvelous works. 
 

And as a charge to you as we all go forward from here, I want to share a challenge that was included in my dear Dad’s 
obituary this past August.  In it, he is quoted as saying that he hoped his legacy was that his children would always 
“choose the harder Right.”  I know all of you have already sacrificed to pay tuition and provide your children with an 
excellent, rich, well-rounded Christian education, and I am so grateful for that; but sometimes we do a right thing for 
the wrong reasons.  When I sent my first son to preschool here back in 1989, it was a right move but for the wrong 
reasons.  I did it because it was the closest preschool to my town, I wanted to protect him and it had a good             
reputation. Sometimes, we send our kids to a private Christian school because it is small and safe and sweet.  But that 
is not the right reason to choose JCCS. 
 

The right reason to provide children with a Christian education is because of something I shared in a newsletter early 
this year and that is: what you BELIEVE affects EVERYTHING.  The right reason to send your children to JCCS is so that 
they may learn of the love of Christ at the Cross, without contradiction. Because if they learn His truth and believe it, 
they will have Life and have it abundantly. 
 

When times get tough in the days ahead, and they will, I hope you will always choose the harder Right for the right 
reasons. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.”  
Matthew 6:33.  
 

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making request for you with all joy 
for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now…”Philippians 1:3-5. And remember… the next 40 begins 
now! 
 

So grateful for the gift of such an important work, 

 

Diane Hutchison 
JCCS Administrator Emeritus 

Mrs. Hutchison 



29 January 2019 

Greetings, 

It has indeed been a time of change and transition at JCCS this school year.  As Mrs. Hutchison steps aside, we 

lose a wealth of knowledge, wisdom, and experience.  I must admit that the last few weeks have not been a, “Here 

am I, Lord, send me” moment for me personally; but more of a Gideon-esque period of me saying “Lord, I am the 

least in my father’s house.” When one examines how the summer progressed and brought my wife and me to 

JCCS, alongside with what was happening at the same time in the lives of several longtime members of the JCCS 

administrative team, it is difficult to not see the Lord’s provision and timing over the course of the last several 

months.   

I come to serve JCCS after having most recently worked at Heritage Christian School in Canton, Ohio.  Over the 

eleven years at HCS, I served in many positions including teacher, Athletic Director, School Chaplain, and        

Assistant Principal along with being a parent of three Heritage graduates.  My work experience has not exclusively 

been in the field of education, but also includes commercial truck driving, employment with NAPA Auto Parts, and 

service in the Marine Corps Reserves. I have also served as the minister to the Minerva Church of Christ for the 

past thirteen years. I received my bachelor’s degree in Social Studies Education from Mississippi College in    

Clinton, Mississippi. I most recently received my master’s degree in Military History from Norwich University.  

As I assume the role as interim administrator, let me assure you that your child’s school is not in a state of panic or 

chaos.  While we will all miss the daily presence and steady guidance of Mrs. Hutchison, let me remind you that 

this organization has a building full of dedicated and experienced teachers and staff.  Our two principals, Mrs. 

Ware and Mrs. Zitko, and our school counselor, Mrs. Potvin, are all still pressing forward in their specific roles at 

the school.  Various Committee Meetings are taking place each month and, in dedicated fashion, our JCCS School 

Board continues to oversee the overall operation of the school. I consider it an honor to lead this committed crew 

as we complete our current year and begin planning for the 2019-2020 school year.  

I hope that you will consider attending our Open House and Move Ahead Night on February 11th.  I have met many 

of you and would enjoy meeting many more of you that evening (and maybe some prospective families consider-

ing JCCS for 2019-20).  The Lord has blessed the ministry of Jefferson County Christian School for forty years 

and, as we all continue to seek His will as we move into the next era for the school, we pray that He will continue 

to bless JCCS in the future. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, 

 

Are you curious as to what the JCCS staff have planned for next school year?  Do you wonder what to expect 

when your child starts school next year with a different teacher?  What will my child 

learn in Kindergarten?  What is difference between     elementary school and middle 

school?  What classes does my child need to graduate? My child would like to  partici-

pate in sports, is he old enough? If you would like the answers to some of these ques-

tions,  please join  us  as we  celebrate the upcoming school year.   Not only will staff 

be on hand to answer your questions, but also to answer any questions from prospec-

tive new families during our     Open House and Move Ahead Night on 

February, 11th from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. You will have an opportunity to 

meet Mr. Martin, the new Interim Administrator and visit the classroom to which your 

child is to be promoted .   Informational tables will be set up so you can ask questions about your child’s high 

school schedule for next year,  speak to someone about your tuition account and  find  information about re-

newing your scholarship.  Do you know someone who is interested in JCCS?  Bring them along too!  This  

would be a wonderful time to show  them why you have chosen JCCS for your child’s education.  We are  cele-

brating the upcoming 2019-2020 school year...come and join us! See the enclosed flyer for more information. 



 

Refer a friend to JCCS!! For every               
prospective family that you refer to JCCS 
that will come on a new family tour, you 
will receive a $25 gift card.  For every family 
you refer that enrolls and is admitted for 
the 2019-2020 school year, you will receive 
a $100 credit towards your book fees.  See 
the enclosed brochure for more                 
information.  

RE-REGISTRATION BEGINS NOW:  Re-registration 
forms for next year are enclosed in this    
packet. Please take note of the re-registration   
process: 

All current families receive first priority for               
registration into the available spaces for next 
year’s classes from now until March 15th . Stu-
dents will reserve a space in the class in the order 
that the  re-registration forms are received. 

ALL families that re-register students will be charged 
a $25.00 re-registration fee per family due when 
the re-registration form is returned to school.     
Re-registration will remain at that rate until 
March 15th.  All Re-registration forms from       
current   families received after March 15th will be 
assessed the regular application fee of $50.00 per 
family. 

Class sizes may be limited.  When a class is filled, all 
other students applying for that grade go on a 
waiting list to be enrolled. 

Enrollment into the available spaces in each class for 
next year will be opened to new and prospective 
families on April 1st.  New students will be        
admitted and reserve a space in next year’s      
classes in the order that the application is re-
ceived. 

Current families can still re-register after April 1st, 
however, the re-registration form will be placed 
in order with the applications of the new and       
prospective families, and the charge will be 
$50.00 per family to apply. 

Families who are not current in their tuition payments 
for this year as per the financial contract cannot   
re-register until the account is made current and 
the re-registration fee is paid. 

VALENTINE’S DAY parties 
will be held on Thursday, 
February 14th at the          
discretion of the individual        
homeroom teachers. You will      
receive information through 
your student. 

NO SCHOOL -  

Monday, February 18th 

SCRIP is a gift card fundraising option 

where both JCCS and our parents can 

benefit without costing anything.  No 

soliciting your friends...all you have to 

do is your regular shopping.  JCCS can  

purchase gift cards at a reduced      

rebated cost and we will split that  

rebate with you.  You will be to use 

your   rebate     portion to credit your 

tuition account. Are you interested?  

See your packet for the flyer on how 

the program work.  You can also    

contact Kathy Martin in the office 

(kmartin@myjccs.org or 740-275-

4326) or visit www.shopwithscrip.com 

for complete details. 



BOX TOP COLLECTION 

COMPETITION WEEK 

February 11th–  

February 15th 

ACSI DISTRICT  

SPELLING BEE RESULTS 

 
1st Grade:   
Bentley Spellman – participation award 
Alyxandra Adams – participation award 
 
2nd Grade: 
Tyson Lewis – 2nd Place 
Livia Crew – 3rd Place 
 
3rd Grade: 
Annaliese DeFrank – 3rd Place 
James Johnson – participation award 
 
4th Grade: 
Jocelyn Saltzman – 1st Place 
Samantha Dougherty – participation award 
 
5th Grade: 
Mary Alkaed – 1st Place 
Kylie Moffat – 2nd Place 
 
6th Grade: 
Eli Richardson – 2nd Place 
7th Grade: 
Mark Alkaed – 1st Place 
Eva Groman – 4th Place 
 
8th Grade: 
Mason Gump – 2nd Place 
 
5th – 8th Grade Spell-off 
Mark Alkaed – 1st Place 
Mason Gump – 6th Place 
Mary Alkaed – 7th Place 
 

Mark has qualified to represent J.C.C.S. In 
the Regional Spelling Bee in Indiana. 

 
GO T-E-A-M:  Please come on out and support the 
Royal Basketball teams as they finish up the season.  
SENIOR NIGHT will be celebrated Friday, Feb 1st, at 
our home games at the Milsop Community Center in 
Weirton, WV.  All senior athletes will be honored that 
night for their contribution to the JCCS sports        
program. 

Grades 3rd—8th  

Run-off Test—February 7th 

Permission Slip due– Feb 4th 

Superior Rating               

(blue ribbon) 

Poetry:  

Caden Ellenberger (1) 

Alyxandra Adams (1) 

Julian Diaz (1) 

Selah Mantos (1) 

Livia Crew (2) 

Calla Groman (3) 

Annaliese DeFrank (3) 

Brianna Paice (3) 

Ashlyn Pinkerton (4) 

Jocelyn Saltsman (4) 

Sarayah Costello (4) 

Cheyenne Friend (4) 

Jordan Crew (5) 

Lee Gump (5) 

Adelyn Johnson (5) 

 

Fable/Folklore:  

Elijah Rice (2) 

Kloe Riley (2) 

Kaden Smith (3) 

Julia Grimshaw (4)  

 

Bible:  

Mikah Taylor (2) 

 

Patriotic Oration:  

Katie Selai (5) 

Excellent Rating             
(red ribbon) 
 
Poetry:  
Bentley Jarman (1) 
Evangeline Selai (1) 
Sophia Selai (3) 
Elliana Adams (3) 
Seneca Scholl (4) 
Emma Grimm (4) 
Paige Ellenberger (5) 
Kylie Moffat (5) 
 
Bible:  
Jameson McDonnell (2) 
James Johnson (3) 
Phillip Arbaugh (5) 
 
 
Good Rating              
(white ribbon) 
 
Poetry:  
Ariella Costello (2) 
 
 
Patriotic Oration:  
Carlmello Young (5) 

In-School 

Speech  

Meet Results 


